ASPR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

3RD DECEMBER 2004
PERTH

Chair: V Morgan 
Present: J Badcock, J Brennan, V Carr, G Carter, V Catts, D Clarke, H Christensen, M Doherty, R D’Souza, P Ellis, C Galletly, M Green, A Harris, T Jorm, K Kirkby R Langdon, T Lewin, C Loughland, A Mackinnon, P Michie, J McGrath, P Mitchell, T Norman, P Norrie, R Parslow, M Sawyer, P Skerritt, D Smith, H Stain, P Ward.
Apologies: H Brodaty, G Burrows, S Einfeld, A Jablensky,  McGorry, B Mowry, J Tiller
Minutes of the previous meeting
These were accepted as a true and accurate record. Proposed V Carr, Seconded T Norman.

Business arising from the minutes 

Because of increasing work load the notion of a permanent part-time secretariat needs to be considered.

Registration of the society as an association has been achieved.

Breakfast meeting for early career researchers has been established as a part of the programme.

Funding for the former Novartis Oration has been secured from Eli Lilly from 2005 to 2009.

Presidents Report

2004 has been a particularly productive year for ASPR built on the foundations laid by previous ASPR presidents and committees with guidance by the views members expressed in the 2000 survey. I would also like to thank Liz Horton for the tremendous administrative support she has given ASPR. The executive has worked extraordinarily hard to make this year such a successful one and I would like to name and thank them all: T. Norman (Secretary), A. Mackinnon (Treasurer), H. Christensen (ACT), P. Joyce (NZ), G. Mahli (NSW), B. Mowry (QLD), C. Galletly (SA), K Kirkby (TAS), G. Burrows (VIC), J. Badcock  (WA), P. Ward (co-opted), C. Kelly (co-opted)..

New initiatives 2004 

· The incorporation of ASPR was completed. Thanks go to Andrew Mackinnon 

· Andrew Mackinnon investigated setting up an ING higher interest investment account, and some of the ASPR funds have now been transferred into an ING account. 

· A history of the Society has been started with the help of University of Western Australia Arts Practicum student, Vicky Tait. Historical material has been complied and summarised, and interviews with past members have been conducted and transcribed. 

· A monthly email bulletin is now a regular source of information for members, and provides members with value for money year round, not just at conference time. 

· In 2005, there has been a special focus on early career researchers with several new initiatives: 

· For the first time, ASPR is financing an Early Career Research Scholar Award of up to $4000 for a researcher either to present their work at an international meeting or to spend some time in a research unit overseas. I'd like to thank Jo Badcock in particular for her work in setting up this award. Our inaugural winner is Ruth Parslow. 

· Over the past year, Claire Kelly, a coopted member of the Committee, has developed a protocol for the mentoring of early career researchers in ASPR and the mentoring program is ready to start in 2005. 

· Claire has also been working with Helen Christensen on a website for early career researchers. 

· Finally, Claire has liaised with Raj Tanner who is on this year's conference organising committee to put the early career researchers' breakfast back on the agenda. Tomorrow's breakfast is shaping up to be a great success with some 50 people attending to hear Prof David Hay speak on NHMRC initiatives for early career researchers. 


Awards

Founder's medal: Philip Mitchell
Novartis Oration: Perminder Sachdev
ASPR Organon Research Award: Murat Yucel
Inaugural ASPR Early Career Research Scholar: Ruth Parslow
ASPR Consumer-Researcher Award: Betty Kitchener
Grants-in-aid: A Ross, C Markulev, S Gill, H Niven, J Benitez, C Sakashita, S Chong, K Godfrey, F Jacka, L Wedgwood
Best debut presentation and best poster award prizes will be announced on Friday afternoon

This is the last year of Novartis funding for the Oration, and I would like to thank the company for its continued support since 1998. This is a very important award as it is one of the few awards we have to recognise the work our senior mental health researchers in Australasia. I am very pleased to announce that Eli Lilly has made a five year commitment from 2005 to 2009 to support the oration as the ASPR Eli Lilly Oration Award.

External collaborations

Liaison with other organisations is important if ASPR is to develop as a lobby group in its own right.


Mental Health Council of Australia (MHCA)
This year, I chaired the Research Sub-committee of the MHCA. Three of the four members of this committee were ASPR members - the other two were Tony Jorm and Ian Hickie, This was an important period as the committee developed Terms of Reference to guide it in meeting the strategic goals - and particularly the research objectives - of the Council. At the AGM last week, ASPR was re-elected onto the board of the council and, at the board meeting that followed, the position of the research committee was strengthened when a direct reporting relationship between the committee and the executive was endorsed.

Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP)

Gin Mahli has represented ASPR on the Research Committee of the RANZCP this year. Peter Joyce is the new Editor of the Journal and we are hoping to establish a much closer link between the Journal and ASPR. It is very likely that ASPR conference abstracts will be published in a Journal supplement in future years, and it is possible that this may even happen for this year's abstracts, although with a lag of some months.

Australian Society for Medical Research (ASMR)
ASPR is affiliated with ASMR. Gin Mahli and member, Helen Stain, attended ASMR on ASPR's behalf this year. Although ASMR is a much larger organisation, ASPR can learn a lot from ASMR in terms of its support for junior and senior researchers, and its political prowess.

CINP 
ASPR is also affiliated as a corresponding organisation with CINP and the next conference will be a joint ASPR-CINP meeting.
Rotary
Finally, we are delighted that we have been able to work closely with Rotary this year who opened the doors of the Rotary media workshop on Saturday morning to ASPR members. In particular, I wish to thank Michael Sawyer who is chair of the Rotary Research Committee for this initiative. It is possible that Rotary will conduct a similar workshop in future years, either annually or biennially.

Conferences

Perth 2004
The organising committee has worked hard to keep registration costs to a minimum, to subsidise social events, and to attract a range of speakers that members may not normally have an opportunity to hear. Industry sponsorship has been very important in helping us achieve these goals. It is likely that this year's conference will generate a surplus for ASPR. This year, we have also worked to have some media coverage of the conference, with Norman Swan conducting interviews with various researchers today for National Radio. 

Brisbane 2005
Next year's conference will be convened in Brisbane by John McGrath and will be run jointly with the regional CINP meeting. Because of the ASPR-CINP alliance for this conference, there will be no separate Biological Psychiatry meeting this year.

Sydney 2006
In 2006, the conference will be in Sydney, convened by Anthony Harris, and hosted by the University of Sydney and Westmead Hospital. 
 

Future directions 

· Claire Kelly and Graham Burrows will put in place the mentoring scheme. 

· One major task will be a membership drive. Although we have 349 persons listed in the database, an increase on previous years, with some 46 new members this year, a substantial number are unpaid members. 

· Andrew Mackinnon is looking at ways of providing methodology training for members. 

· We are investigating the possibility of an ASPR Media Award for mental health reporting. 

· The Chair of the NHMRC Fellowships committee, Phil Robinson, has offered to provide members with information on NHMRC fellowships for senior researchers 

· Graham Burrows is looking at ways in which we can develop ASPR's capacity as a lobby group for mental health research funding. 

Treasurers Report
The society has now been incorporated as an association which has financial benefits for the society such as being able to invest our surplus. The return on the money is increased since money in the cheque account is now in an ING invest account earning interest whereas the cheque account did not earn interest. This is documented in the financial report. Our income is about $10,000 per annum the Early Career researcher and Consumer Awards are our major financial commitments. The surplus is growing at about $10,000 per year.

There are some obligations from our incorporation such as the necessity for auditing of the accounts. With this in mind it is proposed to appoint an auditor to the society.

P Ellis asked what the tax implications of the new arrangement were. A Mackinnon replied that we are a tax free entity but not a charity. 

Biological Psychiatry 
P Ward reported that a vote of members agreed to dis-affiliate from the world federation society due mainly to concerns about governance within the WFSBP. There had been no formal response from the society. It would be possible to reconsider our position at a later date should matters of dissatisfaction within the WFSBP be resolved. The 2002/2003 dues had not been forwarded but it is possible that WFSBP may ask for this at a later date. Therefore the money will remain within the ASPR funds. The ICBP in Sydney returned a surplus and a request for the ASBP share of these funds will be sent to G Burrows the convenor of that meeting. P Ward expressed his thanks to the convenors of the ASBP day J Badcock and M Anderson for their efforts on behalf of the society. The meeting had been highly successful thanks to their work. Ideas on how the ASBP should proceed would be canvassed from the membership via email.

The meeting closed at 5:40PM.
