Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Australasian Society for Psychiatric Research
Thursday December 4, 2009

Open: 5.30 pm


1. Attendance
H Jackson, H Christensen, E Scarr, T Burne, C Gallettly, R Langdon, E Killackey, F Waters, P Butterworth, G Valuri, C Kelly, U Schall, P Ward, P Mitchell, A Mackinnon, S Rosenman, T Lewin, J Withnall, A Jablensky, V Morgan, J Badcock, D Young, B Grenyer, A Dean, D Eyles, H Herrman

2. Apologies
R Pols, S McFarlane, J McGrath, G Burrows, M Berk

3. Confirmation of minutes – AGM 2008
Amendment: T Burne was not listed as present.
Minutes of previous minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record. (Moved P Mitchell, seconded P Ward) 

4. Issues arising from previous AGM minutes
a) Conference Organiser tenders
· 7 companies submitted tenders to run the ASPR Annual Scientific Meeting 2010-2012
· International Conferences and Events (ICE) were the successful bidders
· Contract with ICE signed 4/12/2009
· Very strict payment schedule means organizing committees need to be ready ASAP
· ICE are not managing the membership but this is still an option to consider
· Local secretarial support and local knowledge/networks will still be needed for all conferences
b) 2010-2012 conference locations confirmed:
· 2010 Sydney, Brain and Mind Institute, Ian Hickie and Sharon Naismith
· 2011 Dunedin, University of Otago, Chris Gale
· 2012 Perth, University of Western Australia Department of Psychiatry/Centre for Clinical Research Neuropsychiatry, Flavie Waters
c) Organisational manual:
· Updated as of 2009 and available on the web

5. President’s Report (H Jackson)
H Jackson would like to acknowledge and thank the Society and welcome H Christensen as the incoming president.
· Jenny Kirsner has provided exceptional secretarial support on a casual basis. Her employment ends with the changeover in presidents.
· The relationship with MHCA will continue and strengthen over time
· In past 12 months, ASPR has made submissions on suicide and return to employment for young people with serious mental illness
· It may be time to increase fees
· We should be using the website more than we have been
· We may need to entice more psychiatrists to the Society and conference 
· P Mitchell notes that there has been a significant swing away from psychiatrists in the past few years; dramatic change from the opposite concern of recent years
· Need to publicise the conference each year to local psychiatrists


6. Incoming President’s Report (H Christensen)
H Christensen thanks the Society, H Jackson for his work over the last 3 years and looks forward to her new role as President.
H Christensen has a number of goals for her term as President:
1. To improve mental health research funding.
· Mental health represents 19% of the burden of disease and receives 3% of the health budget
· ASPR may commission an Access Economics report to use to argue for more funding
2. To draw more funds from philanthropic sources:
· Submissions to Prime Minister and Cabinet
· Using the model of the Centre for Mental Health Research’s Foundation, seek seed funding and use the interest 
· Fund individuals and research projects rather than organisations
3. To advocate for mental health research:
· Promote the importance of research
· Learn from the promotion of research into other disorders
· Seek the appointment of 5 NHMRC panels in psychiatry rather than the existing 2
4. To improve opportunities for junior researchers:
· This means attracting enough senior researchers who are willing to assist junior researchers for the Society to be attractive
5. To improve on policies and procedures across the whole Executive Committee
· Increase the number of younger people in prominent and leadership roles

7. Financial report (R Langdon)
R Langdon extends her thanks to H Jackson for his leadership and to A Mackinnon for his assistance in adjusting to her new role.
· Financial reporting is a bit misleading. Spending looks higher and income looks lower because of delay in Eli Lilly monies and delay in banking of membership fees
· As at November 1, there is actually $32,000 in the main account and $36,000 in the ING savings account
· However we have spent around $13,000 in 2009
· There are approximately 300 Society members at present

8. Secretary’s report (C Kelly)
· Mission Statement:
· There is a proposal to amend the ASPR mission statement as follows:

Mission Statement: 
To foster excellence in mental health research in Australasia

Objectives: 
To provide opportunities for the presentation of research in psychiatry, and related disciplines; 
To support the development of new researchers;
To recognize the achievements of emerging and established researchers;
To facilitate collaboration both within the society and with related national and international organizations;
To advocate for greater recognition of the importance of psychiatric research;
To provide evidence based research to government and governmental agencies; and
To communicate the results of psychiatric research to the public.

· VOTE: the membership voted to accept the change.

· Constitutional change: 
It is proposed that the constitution be amended to mandate electronic voting for members of the Executive Committee and amendments to Society business.
It is proposed that in relation to Society business, part 17.2, the constitution be altered to read:

All votes must be cast electronically.

It is proposed that in relation to electing Executive Committee members, part 25.6.5, the constitution be altered to read:

The ballot for the election of officers and State representative members of the committee is to be conducted is to be conducted in advance of the Annual General Meeting by electronic voting on a suitably secure website.

· VOTE: the membership voted to accept the change.

9. Working parties’ reports
a) Knowledge dissemination (E Killackey)
· A working party has now been assembled
· 5 nominations were received for the Rotary Knowledge Dissemination Award
· Awarded to P Sachdev for his book, Yipping Tiger and Other Tales from the Neuropsychiatric Clinic

b) Early Career Researchers (F Waters)
· A working party has now been assembled with 8 members
· Early in 2009 a survey was conducted; 4 main areas of interest were identified:
1. A social event for networking is desirable
· In 2009, this included a breakfast and drinks
2. Inform ECR members about ASPR opportunities:
· Leaflets in satchels this year
· Section on the website with links to job opportunities, training options and scholarships
3. More opportunities for career development:
· At breakfast this year, talk from Gin Mahli about publishing and the ANU Pro Vice Chancellor of Research about career development
4. Mentoring program:
· Having mixed levels of success
· 1 successful pairing, 1 unsuccessful pairing and 2 mentees still waiting for mentors
· More senior mentors needed – please volunteer
It is noted that Early Career Researchers do not attend the AGM and this needs to be rectified.

c) New members committee (E Scarr)
· A list of suggestions for recruiting new members has been circulated throughout the society
· More assertive recruitment to be a goal from 2010



10. Other business
· Founders’ medal (P Mitchell)
· It was a surprise that no nominations were received. It was noted that there will be changed made to the process in 2010 to ensure nominations are received.
· Declaration of interest (P Ward)
· There has been talk about how to ensure CoI are communicated at ASPR but the current process does not appear to be adequate. At least one presentation was made in 2009 with a significant and undeclared conflict. This needs addressing.
· Maybe the first slide of every presentation
· Declaration at the point of abstract submission to be announced by the chair of each session

11. Close: 6.35 pm
C Kelly 
Secretary




